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As I try to recount my journey into the
Catholic Church, I feel as if I could write
from so many different perspectives: history,
the sacraments, the saints, Mary, or contra-
ception. All of these words characterize, in
part, my reasons for becoming Catholic. I
feel like each represent a small book I could
write. In this story though I want to connect
how I believe my particular Protestant tradi-
tion prepared the way for my entrance into
the Church. I pray it will encourage many
more to fulfill the prayer of Christ “that all of
them may be one as I and the Father are one”
(John 17:21).

How did my Pentecostal upbringing help
me convert to Catholicism? Pentecostals
have a number of religious assumptions that
support a Catholic view of the faith: (1) the
belief that the Holy Spirit’s work in the book
of Acts did not end with the Apostles, (2)
the affirmation that a holy life is essential to
salvation, and (3) understanding that physi-
cal things can transmit spiritual power (as
through sacraments and sacramentals). So as

By Brent Stubbs

a young man, I always held a reverence for
these three Pentecostal spiritual assumptions.
Whether an anointed cloth, a manifestation
of glossolalia (gift of tongues), or a deeper
conversion to Christ through a commitment
to holiness, I was raised aware of God’s active
presence in the world.

I grew up in central Florida in a Pentecos-
tal home, though, like most Protestants, my
family’s spiritual journey would lead us to
various non-denominational churches and
even to a Baptist church. My Pentecostal
roots, | believe, contributed significantly to
my ability to understand Catholicism. I was
not raised with a vitriol for Catholicism, nor
was [ raised with what I like to think is a very
“small” view of God, called cessationalism.
Cessationalism limits God to “apostolic”
times and restrains Him for the rest of salva-
tion history to a type of deistic porch view
applauding doctrinal purity.

Around the age of 14, I felta call to ministry.
At the time my family had started attending a

Southern Baptist church ... continued on page 2
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and the youth pastor at the church was very gracious in spending time
with me to develop my “call.” As I delved deeper into Scripture, I start-
ed to notice things that made me desire to reclaim my Pentecostal roots.
Eventually, I started a Bible study that grew into what resembled a qua-
si-church meeting. A local Pentecostal church invited me to meet in
their building, and subsequently I received a “license” to preach for the
International Pentecostal Holiness Church. This, of course, resulted in
an unorthodox senior year in high school. Your average high school se-
nior parties his last year away; I, instead, studied, prayed, and preached
“revivals.”

After graduation, I chose to go to Oral Roberts University, a charis-
matic multi-denominational school to study to become a minister. One
day, while watching a charismatic TV program in my dorm room, I
heard God say in my heart, “theological historical studies.” After a time
of prayer, sensing that this was a major offered at ORU, I hurried to
the registrar’s office and enrolled in the major. Little did I know that
this degree would lead me to study the early and medieval Church,
which would in turn inform my understanding of the Catholic Church.
From this moment on, I would characterize my journey by a number
of “turnings,” or moments where the Holy Spirit was directing the at-
tention of my heart.

Turning to Christ
There was an annual ministry event held on our campus every year.
In 2001, during my sophomore year, two of the speakers piqued my
interest. They were delivering their messages on consecutive nights and
I planned to attend both. I'll never forget the feeling I had at the end
of the second night. These two men had each claimed, “God said, such
and such,” yet both of them contradicted each other. Their ideas were
irreconcilable. Now this may be no startling realization for some, but
for a young man — at the ‘ ‘
time a 19-year-old licensed
preacher in the Pentecos-

_ . I promised our Lord
tal Holiness Church — the

night brought this reality I would ‘follow Him
to my attention in a grave ,
way. That night as I prayer- wherever He led me.
fully walked through the . .
5 I had no idea that this

campus [ promised our
Lord I would “follow Him
wherever He led me.” 1
abandoned myself to Him

promise would ultimately

mean becoming Catholic.

> B

recognizing that there was
no one in my tradition in
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whom I could place my trust for safeguarding the truth. I had no idea
that this promise would ultimately mean becoming Catholic.

Turning to Church History

My studies, under the direction of an expert on John Calvin and Trin-
itarian theology, concentrated on early Church history, in particular the
pre-Nicene Church. The fruit of this work would culminate in a senior
thesis: “Grace in the Theologies of Clement of Rome and Tertullian
of Carthage: A Correlative Synthesis and Analysis.” The premise was
simple, and by this time had been significantly influenced by Reformed
theology: If the Church was corrupt at the Reformation and was worth
completely “throwing off,” the germ of corruption had to show up early
for it to grow into the “tree” of corruption that Luther and the other
Reformers railed against.

At least, that was my assumption. It seemed reasonable that if; after
1,500 years of Christian history the Church was to start over, then the
product had to be bad from its beginning. You fix a broken car but you
replace a lemon. I look back now and wonder “why would I, rather than
the early Church, have a more accurate interpretation of Scripture and
the mind of the Apostles?”

Turning to Life

Three years after graduating from ORU, I was a Bible teacher at an
Assemblies of God high school, and my wife, Danielle, was pregnant
with our daughter Leah. Danielle and I had become close friends in
high school, and we married in 2002 — both with one semester left to
study.

My daughter was born on February 5, 2006. I'll never forget the over-
whelming joy and love I felt. But, also, the fear of the Lord overcame me
on that day. Until this point, I had been content to continue practicing
Christianity in the tradition that had inherited. I knew there were serious
tensions in my faith but I had no internal drive to resolve them. Howev-
er, it was another thing all together to pass that faith on to this innocent
life. As I held my helpless daughter in my arms, I realized that I had run
out of time. I had to investigate these tensions and find the true faith,
where my children would be safe from the rising tide of relativism,
secularism, and evil.

Turning to Mary

For many, Mary is the last hurdle to overcome in their journey to the
Catholic Church. For me, she was the first. In fact, before Catholicism
was ever on my radar, I remember prayerfully reading the words in
Mary’s Magnificat that “all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48).
I thought to myself, “Where in my tradition do we call her blessed?”
It would seem that Mary was prophesying about the ... conrinued on page 4
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future, a future that I was not a part of. But why? Where could
I find a church that, in every generation, preserved the honor of
Mary? 1 became convicted that my disregard for Mary was wrong.
How could I be so callous to the mother of the One I love so much?
What did this say about my theology? Did sola Scriptura, the belief
that we can only know theological truths that are explicitly taught in
Scripture, handcuff me from embracing the beauty of Marian love? Did
my obsession with the text cause me to avoid the Person of Christ and
subsequently His mother?

Towards the actual beginning of my conversion, I remember reading
about the four Marian dogmas defined by the Catholic Church and
thinking, “How are these opposed to Scripture,” and “on what grounds
can I deny them?” I soon learned that the dogmas of Mary flow organi-
cally from a proper understanding of Jesus Christ. Marian dogmas safe-
guard Christology, especially the dogma of the Incarnation. If Christ
is not fully man, then we have no hope of salvation because we have
no access to the divine life of God. It is only through the humanity of
Christ, provided by Mary, that we can share in His divinity and ulti-
mately the life of the Holy Trinity. While one may not find the Marian
dogmas explicitly taught in Scripture, they are certainly not rejected by
Scripture. Further, if the Church is the “pillar and bulwark of the truth”
(1 Tim 3:15) then it is reasonable to believe them. So, I did.

Turning to the Church

A few months after my daughter was born, I stepped down from
teaching and began a job in business. I had been working towards an
MBA in the evenings, sensing this was coming, and so the timing was
perfect. This afforded my wife and me the opportunity to go on our
own spiritual journey. During this time, I struggled with my calling,
still believing I was called to ministry but not knowing where I fit.
While discerning my call, a respected Catholic friend counseled me
and gave me the book Rome Sweer Home by Scott Hahn. After reading
the book in one day, I felt as though the Catholic Church would be my
home. As I related to my wife how Scott Hahn had raised some signifi-
cant points about sola Scriptura and ecclesiology, she told me that we
could be “anything but Catholic.” To be fair, her concerns were more
about family implications and not theological; although, she did think
that, amongst all our options, becoming Catholic was the “weirdest.”

I knew, of course, that I had to investigate Hahn’s claims. I dusted off
Calvin’s Institutes, ordered a Catholic Catechism, and also Luther’s Caz-
echism. 1 also purchased or borrowed a dozen other books from promi-
nent Protestant, Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox theologians alike. For
the next several months, I spent every waking hour reading and pray-
ing that God would “throw me off this path if it was not of Him.” My
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Pentecostal faith had taught me that God would not give a “scorpion” if
I asked for an “egg” (Lk 11:12) and so I concluded that He would not
give me a harlot church if I was asking Him for His Church.

Turning to the Truth
Several books had a significant impact on my journey. First, they dem-
onstrated to me by Scripture why the theory of penal substitutionary
atonement is heretical. Penal substitutionary atonement is a theory that
Christ was not only our sacrifice, but that He in fact paid the temporal
punishment for our sins. At that time, I had held that position (penal
substitutionary atonement) and remember being overwhelmed by the
fact that if a prayerful student of Scripture with a theology degree could
be a material heretic, then anyone could. They also helped me understand
why the Mass was biblical and how it was truly a re-presentation of the
one sacrifice at Calvary. After this, my wife and I began attending Mass
and continued going for over two years before coming into the Church.
One particular book, On the Development of Christian Doctrine, by
Blessed John Henry Newman, put the nail in the coffin, so to speak, of
my Protestantism. In this book, Blessed Newman, in illustrious detail,
depicts the first five centuries of Christianity, and gives numerous ex-
amples of similarities that the early Church shares with the present day
Catholic Church.
During my journey I also had
some very concerning questions
.. as a Protestant I about the nature of truth. I be-
came frustrated because I noticed
was forced to ‘make it that as a Protestant I was forced
o, to “make it up every morning’
up every morning and and prove every doctrine from
. Scripture for myself. But some-
[PLONEIENET doctrine thing is not true simply because
I believe it.
I decided that I needed some

myself_ But so mething timetoresearchmylingeringques-
tions about the Catholic Church.

from Scripture for

1S not true simply For instance, on the one hand
) ) the Catholic says that he has the
because I believe it. Church as his teacher, while on

the other the Protestant claims
he has the Bible. So, if they
both have a teacher, what is the difference between the Protestant’s
knowledge of doctrine from the Bible and the Catholic’s knowledge of
Catholic teaching? ... continued on page 6
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To give myself an opportunity to sort things out, I sold some property
and used the funds to take off work. We moved from Florida to Texas
where I studied graduate philosophy at the University of Dallas. It was
there that I would find answers to my questions. I came to understand
that a Catholic knows Catholic dogma because the Church teaches it.
The Protestant knows his dogma because he agrees with a particular
Protestant tradition’s interpretation of Scripture. Catholics, I realized,
have the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, as an authority to guaran-
tee what they believe is true. What freedom!

After coming to this realization, on November 23, 2008, my wife and
I were received into full communion with the Catholic Church. Our
children were baptized a few months later.

Part of the Spirit-Filled Church

Looking back, I believe my Pentecostal upbringing made it easy, even
desirable, to believe in an apostolic Church. I would later learn that
the Catholic Church is the largest gathering of charismatic believers
in the world (with approximately 200 million Catholics involved in
the Charismatic Renewal). I am especially grateful that my Pentecostal
upbringing gave me a yearning for something that it could not satisfy.
Let me explain.

As I mentioned in the beginning, the Pentecostal renewal can be tied
to three assumptions. A Pentecostal church believes that they are con-
nected to the apostolic church in virtue of their charism. I have learned
that to think that what happened #ben in the early Church should be
happening now is, in fact, a Catholic way of thinking,.

Secondly, the Pentecostal movement generally brought with it an in-
creased awareness of the necessity of holiness. Sadly, the emphasis of
personal holiness has declined in Pentecostal circles in the last 20 years

" and I suspect without the Church as its ground of truth it will continue
* down the slippery slope of libertinism. But in the Catholic Church we

hear of the universal call to holiness and have the witness of Mary and

| the saints as our pious examples. Moreover, the Catholic Church af-

firms that a person must die in a state of friendship with God in order
to go to heaven. In the Pentecostal world, that would qualify you as a
holy roller!

There is also the recognition that God uses matter as a conduit of
grace. Pentecostals use “anointing oil,” “anointed prayer clothes,” and
the like. Thus, my Pentecostal upbringing prepared me for the idea
that God can redeem and use physical matter and that grace can flow
through hands, oil, relics, and so on. [For further study, please reference
the talk “The Road From Topeka to Rome” given by Dr. Paul Thigpen
at the 2008 Deep In History conference available from the CHNetwork.]

6/


http://chnetwork.org/converts
mailto:maryp@chnetwork.org

I believe that there is a fourth effect of the Pentecostal movement: a
longing for God’s presence. Our separated brothers and sisters in the
Pentecostal world love God, love His presence, and crave to “be with
Him.” However, without the Blessed Sacrament, one is left to conjure
God’s presence in order to “feel” close to Him. In my experience, I
noticed a general phenomenon of “those who got it” and “those who
didn’t.” This grieved me a lot. I knew God was a God of mercy and
grace and it didnt seem fair that only spiritual juggernauts could “feel
the Spirit” and those who were less inclined were on the outside look-
ing in or were forced to “fake it” by imitating everyone else and raising
his hands, falling into silence, or shouting as much as the person next
to him.

A Pentecostal’s deep longing to encounter God is fulfilled in the Eu-
charist. When I received our Lord in Holy Communion for the first
time I knew two things: first, that I had only tasted bread and juice
before, and furthermore, this was as close to Jesus as I could ever come
in this life. I knelt in silent prayer and wept, for at that moment I was
completely satisfied. I had hungered and thirsted for righteousness and
was filled! I wasn’t turned away because I wasn’t part of the “in crowd”
that “felt it.” It was so beautiful to watch young and old, poor and rich,
theologian and simpleton, come down and receive our Lord. This was
truly the place of grace; a religion built upon the mercy of God.

The preacher to the Papal Household, Father Raniero Cantalemessa,
has preached about the unifying power of the outpouring of the Spirit.
Fr. Cantalamessa believes that, while in the early Church the Spirit’s
outpouring was for the purpose of unifying Jews and Greeks, today it is
for the unification of Protestants and Catholics.

So if you are reading this and long for Jesus, I encourage you to
come home to His Church. Outside of His Church we are left to beg
like the Syrophoneician woman in Matthew 15. Healing is the “chil-
dren’s bread.” Christ in the Eucharist offers us the healing we need for
our souls, for “he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life” (John 6:54). The “bread which comes down from heaven” is the
only thing that will truly satisfy your longing heart. Think about your
spiritual experiences. Have they really satisfied you? We must not be
like some of His disciples who, at hearing Jesus’ words, “drew back
and no longer went about with him” (John 6:66). If you are a Pente-
costal, I know you want to “walk with Him along life’s narrow way.”
Like the disciples, your heart is burning for him (Luke 24:32), but even
when Christ preached the Gospel to them, their eyes were not truly
open until He “took the bread and blessed, and broke it (‘this is my
body’), and gave it to them” (Luke 24:30). After the disciples recog-
nized Jesus, He vanished from their sight. Now, too, our Lord is not

in sight. But His Apostles, through their successors .. coninued on page 8

7]

"'"‘«a DEEP IN HISTORY
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The Coming Home Network International would
like to thank everyone who has been a part

of our previous Deep in History Conferences.
Unfortunately, for many reasons, the CHNetwork
will no longer be sponsoring these annual
conferences. We are most grateful to Franciscan
University of Steubenville for co-hosting a
memorable event last year.

Instead, we are exploring various alternatives to
continue our commitment to becoming “deep
in history,” to quote B. John Henry Cardinal
Newman. We anticipate that this may involve
expanded use of our in-house studio, and
expanded resources on our website. We also
hope to reinstitute our annual retreat for clergy
members, and may consider a small number of
regional parish events. More information will
follow in future newsletters and on our website
www.chnetwork.org.

Also, the CHNetwork would encourage you to
consider attending Franscican University of
Steubanville’s conference, Defending the Faith,
July 27-29, 2012. For more information please go
to http://www.franciscanconferences.com or call
(740) 284-5494

www.CHNETWORK.ORG

The CHNetwork invites you to visit our website
where you can read the latest CHNetwork news,
follow our blog, read conversion stories, watch
videos, and join in
discussions on our
forum. Keep up to date
with the CHNetwork
and become more
s 1% involved in our
. :;:::—’:i = " mission to assist
s men and women
' who are on the
journey to the
(atholic Church.

VISITI SHARE! ENJOY!
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the bishops, are present to us; and where the bishop is so is the Eu-
charist (St. Ignatius of Antioch, Lezter to the Smyrneans, 8). Where the
Eucharist is so is the satisfaction of our burning hearts, the quenching
of our every thirst, the object of our greatest desire.

If you are Catholic and reading this, I hope this motivates you to
share your faith with your separated Pentecostal brothers and sisters.
Although their outward enthusiasm may seem attractive to you, we have
what they want. We should not be ashamed of Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. It is the source and summit of our faith.

More than anything, I am grateful for the many people who have
enriched my life, especially my family, and my relationship with Jesus
Christ and His Church, the rich and mysterious Faith to which He
brought me home. ¥

BRENT STUBBS lives with his wife, Danielle, and 4 (soon 5!) children

(Leah, Dean, Jude, Gemma) in central Florida. He writes about Catholicism,
conversion, and apologetics at his blog www.almostnotcatholic.com. He also
writes articles for a Catholic website www.IgnitumToday.com and has guest
posted at www.calledtocommunion.com. You can contact Brent through the
“About Brent” tab on his blog Almost Not Catholic. Brent was a guest on
the Journey Home program August 22, 2011.

B.LOG

Please visit www.chnetwork.org/blog to comment on and discuss this story! |
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Father Ray Ryland

At the beginning of the Easter Vigil twice we heard this strange outburst:

@, necessary Stn g[ Adam
wjrewi a Redeemer!”

he joy of these words is surprising, since we're accustomed to think

; of Adam and Eve's sin as a great tragedy. God created man in His own

image and loved him with infinite love. God gave man free will, with

the capacity to respond freely to God. Man misused that free will to rebel against

God, and thereby infected the human race with Original Sin. Before man's Fall,

some of God's angels had also rebelled against their Creator, and in their hatred

had infected nature itself with evil. So we must say that all evil, physical as well as
moral, is ultimately the result of sin, either angelic sin or human sin.

Why, then, does the Church through her liturgy dare to speak of the Fall as a
"happy fault”or a“necessary sin?”

You see, had our first parents not fallen by sin, they would have remained in a
state of supernatural grace. Eventually they would have been taken into heaven,
and would have shared in the vision of God. For unfallen persons, that would be
the deepest possible union between God and human beings.

Now again, why does the Church lead us to rejoice in the Fall of the human
race? The reason is that through the redemption of Jesus Christ we have been
restored to the supernatural state in a way far surpassing in glory what we could
have known had there been no Fall.

By our Baptism, the Son of God has made us integral members of His Mysti-
cal Body. Sacred Scripture describes our union with Christ in the strongest pos-
sible terms.“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ....Now you are
the body of Christ and individually members of it" (1 Cor 12:12, 27). The human
soul is the principle of unity whereby all members of the body are held together
in one organism. In like manner, and even more deeply, the Holy Spirit brings us
who are members of Christ's Mystical Body into organic unity with Christ, our
Head.

... continued on page 10



St. Thomas tells us that in the unity of the Mystical Body we are “one mysti-
cal Person” with the Incarnate Word. Or, as St. Augustine says, with Christ in His
Mystical Body we constitute “the whole Christ’ The letter to the Ephesians tells
us that the “the church, which is his body,"is “ the fullness of him who fills all in all”

Just before going to the Garden of Gethsemane, what was our Lord’s prayer
for His people? “That they may all be one, even as thou, Father, are in me, and
I 'in thee, that they also may be in us” (John 17:21). Remember now, we who
are members of Christ's Mystical Body together with Him constitute “the whole
Christ”

Think of it! As members of Christ's Mystical Body, we will be drawn with Him
into the Blessed Trinity itself! Then will be fulfilled that astonishing promise of
sacred Scripture: we will “become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). This is
what God in His mercy, through His Incarnate Son, will do for members of Christ’s
Mystical Body! This vastly exceeds what God would have done for unfallen man.

Dom Bruno Webb, an English Benedictine, sums up what God in His unimag-
inable mercy has done and will do for us: “Instead of restoring man to what he
had been, God has bent down from His eternity, taking him into His arms and
pressing him to His heart in an embrace so close that the gulf between Creator
and creature has been bridged, God and man henceforth forming in the order
of grace a single being, the whole Christ” (Webb, Why Does God Permit Evil?, 70f.)

@, necessary Stn g/K Adam
wjfﬂezpf a Redeemer!”

Please visit www.chnetwork.org/blog to comment
on and discuss this article!




For David, a Lutheran minister in
Pennsylvania, that his prayers and devotion to
our Lord would soften his wife’s heart toward
the Church.

For John, a Methodist minister in Georgia,
that the Holy Spirit would grant him the grace
and motivation he needs to come into full-
communion with the Catholic Church.

For Austin, a Protestant seminarian in
Nevada, that God would guide him into the
one, holy Church.

For Hampton, a retired Episcopal minister,
that his time of preparation in RCIA would
finally bring a joyous homecoming of a 50 year
journey.

For Ron, a Pentecostal minister in Texas,
that God would enable him to overcome each
and every difficulty which he encounters in his
journey to the Catholic Church.

For Matt, an Evangelical lay minister
in Nebraska, that his growing devotion to
Our Lady would lead him to her Son in the
Eucharist.

For John, an unemployed former
Lutheran minister, that God would grant
him employment and a home in the Catholic
Church.

For Aaron, a Pentecostal minister in Kansas,
that his love for the Holy Spirit would lead him
to the fullness of the Truth in the one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church of Jesus.

For Richard, a Lutheran minister in
Michigan, that he may personally experience
the ecumenical reconciliation for which he
has always searched through unity with the
successor of St. Peter.

For Michael, a Nazarene minister in Texas,
that as he seeks to understand the faith of
(atholics he may grow in his hunger to be one
with the ancient Church of the Apostles and
martyrs.

For Frederick, an Anglican lay minister in
Australia, that our Lord Jesus would grant him
the grace to be able to overcome the cultural
impediments he sees between himself and the
Church.

For a Lutheran youth minister in Ohio, that
God would grant him the wisdom to know
when the Lord wants him to make the move
home to the Church.

For Bob who is undergoing treatment for
prostate cancer, that Jesus be near to him
during this difficult time.

For Tammy, may Jesus continue giving her
comfort and peace as she considers the truths
of the Catholic faith.

For Kerrie, may her faith journey be blessed
as she seeks to pursue her interest in the
Church.

For Rachael, may her illness not prevent her
from drawing closer to Jesus in the Eucharist.
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For David, may his faith in Jesus find its
most authentic expression in becoming a
(atholic Christian.

For Gina, who is struggling with the lack
of friendship and support in her local Catholic
community.

For Spencer, may his heart continually be
touched by God's grace and love as he seeks to
serve his Lord.

For Janis, may the Mother of the Savior
comfort and strengthen her during her
struggles and trials.

For all the members of the Coming Home
Network International who are becoming
(atholic at the Easter Vigil, may they find
abundant joy in receiving the sacraments.

For Mickie to find a way to pursue her
interest in the Catholic Church while balancing
her other responsibilities.

For Jessica, that her family become more
understanding of her desire to enter the
(atholic Church.

In every issue we include timely prayer concerns from
the membership. All members are encouraged to
pray at least one hour each month before the Blessed
Sacrament for the needs, both general and specific, of
the CHNetwork and its members and supporters.

Please submit all prayer requests and answers to
CHNetwork Prayer List, PO Box 8290, Zanesville, OH
43702. Or email prayer requests to
prayers@chnetwork.org.

We use only first names to preserve privacy.


mailto:prayers@chnetwork.org
http://www.doxologydesign.com

The Coming Home Network International
PO Box 8290
Zanesville, OH 43702

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Coming Home Network International encourages members to assist in our mission this month
to help non-Catholic clergy and laity come home to the Catholic Church in the following ways:

Get the April 2012 Invite friends and family over Pray a rosary or other favorite
“Evangelization Outreach Pack- one Monday night this month devotion for all the men and
age, specifically designed to to watch The Journey Home program women received into the

provide our members with with host Marcus Grodi. Catholic Church this Easter.
excellent material to deepen their
understanding of the Faith and in
turn pass it along to non-Catholic
family and friends.
For more information, see page 2
of this newsletter.
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