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Journeys Home
The Convert 

and the Revert
(And a quiver-full of blessings!)

by
David and Michele Zampino

FEbruary 2006 Newsletter

The

Coming Home Network

David
I was raised in an actively Christian home. My father was 
an Episcopal priest; the rector (head Pastor) of  a rather 
large church outside of  Baltimore, Maryland. The church, 
St. Timothy’s, Catonsville, was one of  the fi rst Episcopal 
parishes in the United States to be actively involved in the 
Charismatic Renewal movement. Unlike many “renewed” 
Episcopal churches, however, St. Timothy’s was also 
fairly “high-church”. Communion was offered on a daily 
basis, auricular confession was practiced, and there was 
even incense on holy days. The preaching was sound and 
biblically based, and there was a blend of  music, ranging 
from the best of  the Anglican choral tradition to praise 
music. 

I was educated in Christian schools from a wide variety of  
denominational backgrounds: Missouri Synod Lutheran, 

Independent Baptist, Episcopal, Assemblies of  God, 
and Church of  the Brethren, among others. This eclectic 
educational background would certainly provide me with a 
variety of  religious perspectives and opinions to consider! 
When I was 12, my father was commissioned as an 
evangelist in the Episcopal church, and after two years of  
living in Central Florida, our family returned to Maryland, 
where my parents founded the Life in Jesus Community. 

In 1985, I left for college – Oral Roberts University, in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. I quickly found a Charismatic and 
contemporary Episcopal church home, and I became very 

Refl ections & thanks for fall Conference .............................................
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The Zampino family lives on a tree-lined street in a small town in southeastern Wisconsin.  They 
live right across the street from the Catholic Church to which they belong.  Four of  their children 
attend the parish school.  A fi fth takes a bus to the local Catholic High School.  Three others are 
at home with Mom.  Three days a week, the Dad drives an hour into Milwaukee, where he teaches 
theology at a local university.  The Mom works a few evenings a week at a nearby restaurant.  
The family is very active in their parish and enjoys fellowship with students and colleagues from 
the university, friends from the parish, and neighbors about town.  To the casual observer, the 
Zampino family is a fairly typical, rather conservative, Catholic family. But that is not how the story 
began . . .
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active in that parish. At this point in my life, I had great 
respect for the Catholic Church, and would occasionally 
attend Mass at local parishes, but my focus was very much 
centered in the Anglican tradition. I prayed with all my 
heart that the Church of  England and the Church of  
Rome would be able to achieve organic unity, and I felt 
that I could work toward that unity from the Anglican 
side, just as easily as from the Catholic side. At this point, 
I felt a defi nite call into ministry, but was also becoming 
involved with the wonderful woman who would become 
my wife.  The Episcopal ministry, with a Catholic 
emphasis, seemed to be “just the ticket”.

Michele
I was raised in a Roman Catholic family, and educated 
(for the most part) in Catholic schools in Baltimore, 
Maryland. (Ironically, I had never heard of  the Baltimore 
Catechism until I decided to home school our children 
with traditional, Catholic values!) 
As a child, I knew the basic tenants 
of  the faith primarily from reciting 
the Nicene Creed each week at 
Mass and from religious education. 
Unfortunately, I was of  a generation 
which was never properly catechized 
in the Faith even though I went 
through Confi rmation classes. 

At the age of  17, I left the practice 
of  the Catholic faith, never realizing 
that I was leaving Jesus in the 
Eucharist. I became involved with 
a local Methodist church which had 
a very youth-oriented, charismatic 
pastor, and over a four year period, 
made a number of  poor choices and 
drifted further and further from God. After a truly “Dark 
Night of  the Soul” experience, I re-dedicated my life to 
Christ, but still knew next to nothing about the faith in 
which I was raised. Upon the advice of  a friend, I decided 
to attend a Charismatic Protestant school – Oral Roberts 
University in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Being in the world for a few years out of  high school did 
not prepare me for the new world college life brought at 
a Christian university. I never knew there were so many 
Christian groups until I was in the heart of  the Bible belt. 
It was hard to know which things were true. So many 
different beliefs were being expressed, I couldn’t back 
up what I believed, especially when the Bible was always 
being quoted. I was very confused in the fi rst year and a 
half. The Lord blessed me with a theology teacher, Dr. 
James Shelton, who taught from the Apostle’s Creed 
and knew a great deal of  Catholic teachings. I began 

to see I really did have a Catholic faith. It was when I 
started dating David and attending (eventually joining) 
an Episcopal church with a charismatic fl avor I began to 
believe I was home. 

David
We continued to be active in our local Episcopal church, 
but were becoming increasingly disillusioned with the 
ECUSA denomination as a whole. It was made very clear 
to me that I would never be accepted for consideration 
for seminary if  I didn’t pay lip service to the liberal (and 
anti-Catholic) trends of  the denomination. In 1992, 
in great frustration, we began exploring other church 
options. One person who was familiar with our struggle 
was Dr. James Shelton – a professor of  theology at Oral 
Roberts University, and someone who had become a good 
friend. He introduced us to a newly formed denomination 
– the Charismatic Episcopal Church – the CEC. (Dr. 

Shelton eventually would leave the 
CEC and “swim the Tiber” with 
the assistance of  the Coming Home 
Network.) We were received into 
the CEC in July, 1993, feeling that 
we had found a home in which 
I could exercise ministry, remain 
true to my beliefs, and maintain (I 
thought) a certain “catholicity”. 

I was ordained as a deacon in the 
CEC in August, 1995 and in April, 
1996, we moved to Nashotah, 
Wisconsin so that I could obtain my 
seminary degree. I earned a Master 
of  Theological Studies in Historical 
Theology at Nashotah House – a 
conservative, “Anglo-Catholic” 

Episcopalian seminary, and was ordained a priest in 
October, 1998. I began serving as the assistant priest at 
a local CEC church, while continuing my education at 
Marquette University, where I received a Master of  Arts in 
Systematic Theology in December, 2002. 

My ministry in the CEC was very satisfying and I enjoyed 
enormous support from my parish and from my senior 
pastor. In November, 2002, I was even named “Canon 
Theologian” to the CEC bishop under whom I served. 
In addition, I served on several key committees, and did 
much of  the historical and liturgical research for the 
lectionary and church calendar used by the CEC. Unlike 
many converts, I had no theological issues with the 
Catholic Church. I had a deep devotion to Our Lady and 
wholeheartedly embraced the necessity for – and authority 

continued on page 3...

2

“I prayed with all my 
heart that the 

Church of  England 
and the 

Church of  Rome 
would be able to 

achieve organic unity.”
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Refl ections & Thanks for our 
Third Deep In History Conference

November 2005
From Dave, a Baptist minister on the journey:

Thanks again for providing for my wife and me to 
attend the CHN conference. It was great!! We enjoyed 
it, and got much from it (entire forests could be felled to 
account for the paper needed to write down the ideas and 
insights I had received). We found it immensely helpful to 
talk to folks face to face. 

I was also amazed at how many Catholics seemed 
more than eager to hear our story. I think I only fi nished 
two hot meals over the weekend. As soon as I mentioned 
where we were coming from, there didn’t seem to be 
any amount of  detail they didn’t want to hear. A couple 
of  individuals gave us their 
addresses, and have invited us 
over to some studies in which 
they are participating. So I 
would be more than happy to 
help anyone who has questions, 
especially if  it can energize 
people in their own journey 
(one thing us Baptists are good 
for is energizing the troops), or 
give insights on what it is like 
coming from that outer rim of  
Christendom: the Baptist/Free 
Church tradition. At this point 
we can come out of  the closet, 
so to speak. 

I was taken by how many were either on the journey or 
had recently come back to the Church. 

Thanks to everyone at CHN. It came at a critical point 
in our life (we have offi cially severed our ties with the 
American and Southern Baptist Churches as of  last week), 
and has been a push forward. My wife also says thank you. 
It has been a blessing for us.  

Till then, in God’s abundant blessings,

From Steve, a Lutheran minister on the journey:
This is just a quick thank you note for making my 

attendance at the conference possible. It was a remarkable 
event for me. I purchased a copy of  “Facts about Luther” 
by Msgr. O’Hare on Saturday evening and fi nished 
reading it on the plane trip home. Amazing stuff  with 
tons of  quotes from Luther himself. I thought I’d try to 
locate these references in my 55 vol. American Edition 

set of  Luther’s Works and guess what? Virtually none of  
O’Hare’s stuff  is in the AE!  Talk about a whitewash! 

It was nice to connect with other Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod guys, as well as to see so many Episcopal 
folks, too. Please pray for my family as my wife’s brain 
tumor seems to be causing more severe symptoms now. 
Again, thanks for the great weekend. It has impacted me 
deeply.

From Mike, a non-denominational campus minister on 
the journey:

Thanks again for  hosting such a wonderful 
conference. I really appreciate 
the scholarship that enabled me 
to be there. Thanks for your 
prayers for my wife. May God 
continue to bless you and your 
ministry!

From John, a former 
Charismatic Episcopal priest 
convert:

I want to thank you for 
making it possible to attend 

the conference this weekend past. The accommodations 
were palatial, the food abundant. I might not agree with 
everything that was said in one of  the presentations, but 
the others were superb and helped me tie facts together, 
the connections I had formerly not quite seen. I was 
humbled by the academic excellence of  the speakers and 
affi rmed, for I am now far more sure that what I teach is 
correct and emboldened to speak out and teach without 
fear of  being judged “off  the wall.”

I especially profi ted from and enjoyed meeting the 
people. I had no idea how many were in support of  
conversion clergy. Meeting others in my situation gave me 
a chance to put my own situation in perspective.

A

More pictures 
from fall Conference 

on next page...
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Upcoming guests on 
The Journey Home Program 

on EWTN,
Mon days live at 8 PM 

Tuesdays 1 AM & 10 AM
Wednesday 1 PM

Saturday 11 PM EST

You can also listen on the Internet at:  www.ewtn.com

February 6  Open Line
Raymond Arroyo
Life-long Catholic
Host, The World Over on EWTN

February 13
Vaughn A. Treco
former Charismatic Episcapol
 priest

February 20
Irish Pre-tape:
Dr. Gerard Casey

February 27
Fr. Tobias Unnerstal
Former Swedish Lutheran

March 6  Open Line
John Martignoni
revert from secularism

March 13
David & Michele Zampino
former Charismatic Episcopal
 priest and wife

March 20
Irish Pre-tape
from our trip to Ireland

March 27
Phillip Boelter
from Lutheran minister

THE COMING HOME NETWORK

PRESIDENT
Marcus Grodi, M.Div.    
   (former Presbyterian pastor)
CHAPLAIN
Fr. Ray Ryland, M.Div, Ph.D. 
   (former Anglican priest)
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Jim Anderson, M.A.
   (former Lutheran)
HELPERS NETWORK / EVENTS COORDINATOR
Robert Rodgers
   (former Anglican)
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES
Stephen Smeltzer
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharon Coen
FINANCIAL ASSISTANT
Ann Moore
QUO VADIS (TEEN) COORDINATOR
Jon Marc Grodi
RESOURCE SPECIALIST
Laura Nicholson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marcus Grodi, President
Fr. Ray Ryland, Vice-President
Dr. Ken Howell, Sec. (former Presbyterian pastor)
Kevin Lowry, Treas. (former Presbyterian)
Dr. Paul Thigpen  (former charismatic pastor)
Dr. Charles Feicht  (revert from Evangelicalism)

PO BOX 8290 . ZANESVILLE . OH . 43702
800.664.5110

WWW.CHNETWORK.ORG

THE COMING HOME NETWORK

Featured Resource

RECEIVE THIS RESOURCE WITH ANY DONATION OF 
$35.00 OR MORE!

Deep 
In 

Scripture

Live Radio 
Program

with
Marcus Grodi

& Guests

Wednesdays
2-3 PM EST

Check out OUR 
web site:

deepinscripture.com

and join the
Discussion

Forum

FINALLY!!! The completely revised, 
edited, and up-to-date edition of  our 
fl agship publication, JOURNEYS 
HOME, is hot off  the press! This new 
edition contains 33 of  the conversion 
stories of  clergy and laity that have 
appeared in our newsletters and 
journals. It also contains an annotated 
bibliography of  the best books 
recommended by CHNetwork 
staff  and members for learning 
and sharing the Catholic faith. We 
have designed this book to be the 
perfect book to give away to family 
and friends to help perk their 
interest in the Cahtolic Church. 
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 Please pray for...

W For Joann, the wife of Bruce 
an Episcopal priest, who has been 

diagnosed with cancer.

W For guidance for Gerard & 
Kathy in Michigan who returned to 

the Church in November.

W For Ed and his wife in Iowa.  
Ed a former Disciples of Christ 

minister has begun the conversion 
process but his wife is resisting.

W For Randel in Illinois, a former 
United Church of Christ minister, 

that his insurance may pay for 
the damage to his home 

caused by a fl ood.

W For Krista who recently had 
surgery on a tumor on her

 pituitary gland.

W For Allen, a Southern Baptist 
minister in the southwest. 

He requests your prayers of 
intercession and guidance so 
that he may properly perceive 
God’s timing for his transition 
from Protestant ministry to full 
communion with the Catholic 

Church.

W For Paul, a former Lutheran 
minister in Australia, who recently 

had major surgery.

W For a Nazarene minister in 
Oklahoma who wishes more and 
more to be Catholic. He asks for 

clarity, revelation, and certainty in 
his and his wife’s lives.

W For Steve’s wife who is 
recovering from brain surgery.

W For Dow, a former Christian 
Church minister, and his family as 
they look to being received into the 

Church at Easter.

In every issue we include timely prayer 
concerns from the membership. Each 
person mentioned has contacted us and 
is somewhere along their journey home. 
All members are encouraged to pray at 
least one hour each month before the 
Blessed Sacrament for the needs in 
general and specifi c of the CHNetwork, 
its members and supporters.
Please submit all prayer requests and 
answers to :

CHN Prayer List 
P. O. Box 8290

Zanesville, OH 43702

You may also email your prayer 
requests to:

prayers@chnnetwork.org

We will use only fi rst names to preserve 
anonymity.

WClergyW WLaityW 

W Father Darling, Father Norden, 
and especially Father Brady in his 

struggles.

W For Lynn to have strength in 
her Journey home to the Catholic 
Church, and for the needs of her 

sister.

W For Peg and the repose of her 
husbands soul.

W For Jeff, Carol, Jennifer, and 
Diane as they strive to follow His 

will.

W For Dan and his family as they 
look forward to the New Year and 

their reception into the Church.

W For the Murphy family, 
especially for the protection of 

Mr. Murphy in his work.

W For all those who live as 
Catholic only by word that their 

hearts be converted and they 
become convicted of the truth.

W For all contacts in fellowship in 
the Helpers Network, especially 

those looking to enter the Church 
this year

W For all the needs of the Helpers 
and their families as they look to 
offer His Word to those in their 

lives.

W For Robert and his family who 
are struggling with health and 

vocational challenges.

WQuo Vadis YouthW 

D

W For all Quo Vadis members: new, 
old, helper, or inquirer.

W For Nicole and her family who 
were recently received into the 

Church.

W For Sarah who was recently 
received into the Church. 

W For Elly who wants to return to 
the Faith.

W For all youth on the journey.
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of  – the Pope. I just continued to trust that I could work 
for unity on the CEC side of  the Tiber.

However, over a period of  several years, I began to 
increasingly question the CEC’s stated commitment to 
a “catholic” ethos. I knew that there were many in the 
CEC who were indeed desirous of  catholic teaching and 
expression. However, I was running into an increasing 
number of  my co-denominationalists who were either 
satisfi ed with where they were and had little desire to 
grow; or who had become increasingly triumphalistic, 
with regard to the place of  the CEC within the greater 
Christian world; or, in some cases, who were openly 
anti-Catholic. All the while, I was becoming increasingly 
convinced of  the truth of  the particular claims of  
the Catholic Church. Something had to give. That 
“something” fi nally happened during the summer of  2004. 
For more than two years, I had been serving as a “Canon 
Theologian” (think – “Monsignor”) in 
my diocese. I thought everything was 
going well.

Michele
We felt strongly about David’s call to 
the priesthood but, with the politics 
of  ECUSA leaning more and more 
to the left, we weren’t sure where to 
turn. It was with the hope of  further 
unity among the churches, that we 
had originally joined the CEC. Our 
values were traditional. We believed we 
were remaining true to our faith and 
David’s call would be fulfi lled. After 
nine years of  marriage, a bachelor’s 
and a master’s degree, and several 
years of  service as a deacon, David was ordained a priest. 
We further backed up our faith by home schooling our 
children with a traditional Catholic day school out of  
California. All of  these factors brought us closer to Christ 
and a Eucharistic-centered life. There were times when 
we would ask each other about the direction that the CEC 
was going but we realized that a young denomination had 
a great deal of  work to do. It became frustrating when our 
church began altering aspects of  church services so that 
the worship would not appear too “Catholic”. David and 
I had always believed that our goal would be unity with 
Rome. Now we were getting mixed signals – and many of  
those mixed signals were coming from church leadership.

David
In the summer of  2004, we attended a service initiated 
by a pastoral visit from our bishop. What transpired that 

continued from page 2... evening was anything but pastoral. The man under whom 
I had faithfully served for years openly denounced the 
Catholic faith, mocked Pope John Paul II, and announced 
that he planned to drive any “closet Papists” out of  
his diocese. In the private meeting which followed, my 
bishop made clear his contempt for anything remotely 
resembling the Catholic faith, personally demeaning 
both myself, and the pastor with whom I had served. 
He gave me an ultimatum:  Either conform my beliefs 
to his (which were Calvinist in orientation) or submit my 
resignation. If  I remained, he threatened me with a church 
trial. After a night of  prayer and agony, I realized that the 
time had come. I returned the next morning, submitting 
my resignation – a resignation which he chose not to 
accept for fi ve months – a time period during which he 
continued to attack and threaten me.

In spite of  my former bishop’s opinions, the Zampino 
family felt itself  free from our burdens immediately upon 

my resignation. I soon contacted the 
local Catholic Archbishop and was 
welcomed with love and support. I also 
contacted several local Catholic priests 
whom I had previously known, and 
received incredible pastoral support. In 
February, 2005, our youngest child was 
baptized, Michele publicly reconciled 
herself  with the Church, and I and 
the rest of  our children made our 
public profession of  faith. At last, the 
Zampino family was Home!

We do not know what the future 
will hold. At this time, Michele is 
working in the music ministry at our 
local parish. I’m teaching theology at 

Marquette University and am a substitute teacher at the 
local Catholic high school. In addition, I have formally 
petitioned the Church (under the provisions of  Canon 
Law) to be allowed to continue in ordained ministry. 
Regardless of  the outcome of  the petition, the entire 
Zampino family feels at home and at peace.

Our story would not be complete without an 
acknowledgement of  those persons who have been such 
a tremendous support on our journey. We especially thank 
Fr. Brian Holbus, pastor of  St. Andrew Church, Delavan, 
Wisconsin for his warm affection and acceptance. We also 
thank Fr. Dennis Klemme, who sponsored David at his 
conversion; Fr. Bill Kurz, SJ, who has provided spiritual 
direction; and Fr. Kenneth Yossa, godfather to our 7th 
child, and longtime friend who “stuck it out” with us! We 
could not have done it without you!

3

The man under whom I 
had faithfully served for 
years openly denounced 

the Catholic faith, 
mocked Pope John Paul 
II, and announced that 
he planned to drive any 
“closet Papists” out of  

his diocese. 
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